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ISAIAH IX—7. 


Or TRE INCREASE OF HIS GOVERNMENT AND: 
PEACE, THERE SS BE NO END. 


P: the volume of 3 which con- 

tains the only ſure and perfect rules of in- 
ſtruction, we are favoured with truth, exhi- 
bited in fair and lively characters. All 
things that are neceſſary to be known, or 
practiſed by us, are manifeſted in a clear in- 


telligible manner, whether with regard to 
our Creator, his being, perfections and moral 


government, or with reſpect to ourſelves, 
our obligations of love and obedience to him, 
our connection with the intelleQual creation, 
the ſtate of our own ſouls, and the life that 


is to come, The whole duty of man, in 


the various departments of human life, is 
3 drawn 
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drawn up in a method, that is plain, con- 
ciſe and comprehenſive, and in all reſpects. 


ſuitable to our relations, connections and cir- 
cumſtances. 


In the context there is a prophetic decla- 
ration, which includes a promiſe of deliver- 
ance from various and complicated afflictions, 
by the introduction of a moſt eminent and il- 
luſt rious perſon, v,—6. For unto us a child 
is born, unto us a fon is given, and the go- 
vernment ſhall be upon his ſhonlder ; and 
his name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſel- 
lor, the Mighty GOD, the Everlaſting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace.” It is manifeſt 
that the character above deſcribed, is appli- 
cable to none, but to Immanuel GOD with 
us, and that the inſpired Penman, adverts to 
the perſon of the Meſſiah. 


As the preſent is an eventful period, and- 
government 1s a ſubject of particular contem- 
plation, we ſhall propoſe that part of the ſyſ- 
tem of revealed truth, which reſpects the 
moral government of our Divine Redeemer, as 
the ſubject upon which our thoughts are to 


be employed in the following diſcourſe. 
The 


7 
The ſcriptures of truth contain the moſt 
rational ground of belief, that the Redeemer's 


government, in its nature and effects, is pecu- 


liar, diſtinct, and independent of all wordly 
governments, it is therefore preſumed that a 


diſcuſſion of this weighty and important ſub- 


ject, will correſpond with the feelings and ſen- 
timents of this reſpectable audience. The 
Anniverſary which we celebrate, is connected 
with circumſtances agreeable and intereſting. 
It collects together a number of the moſt dif- 
tinguiſhed citizens, in the different profeſ— 
ſions, and has a happy tendency to unite them 
in one common bond of ſocial compact. It 
realizes to them their connection with, and 
dependence upon, each other for a conſidera- 
ble part of their temporal felicity. 


With ſuitable impreſſions of the ſub; ect under 


conſideration, we ſhall attempt, 


I. To delineate the government, of our 


Exalted Redeemer,and ſhew ſome of its pecu- 
Harities, and 


II. Point out its deſign and end. 


Should the ſpeaker in the enſuing diſcourſe, 


ſubmit 
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profeſſional gentlemen, to whoſe province it 


percede the neceſlity, and importance of civil 


which might ariſe in the minds of individuals, 


ties. 


Divine Redeemer, may be conſidered in a 
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ſubmit the diſcuſſion of ſuch ſubjects, as are 
of a political nature, to thoſe experienced 


more immediately belongs, he ſtill flatters 
himſelf, that the importance of the ſubject in 
contemplation, will ſolicit a candid reception. 
Here let it be particularly noticed, that 
when we bring the divine government into 
view, nothing is to be underſtood, as ſuggeſ- 
ting any idea, which has a tendency to ſu- 


government, —Our temporal felicity princi- 
pally reſts upon the wiſe and impartial admi- 
niſt ration of juſtice. The peaceable poſſeſ- 
ſion of property, and tranquility of life, are 
greatly dependent upon the tribunals of our 
country. Having anticipated an objection 


we ſhall advert to the ſubject. Apreeable to 
the method offered for conſideration, we are 


in the firſt place, to delineate the Redeemer's 
government, and ſhow ſome of its peculiari- 


The government which is peculiar to our 


two 
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two fold ſenſe. His moral government, which 
he ſuſtains and exerciſes as King in Zion, is 
in certain reſpects, diſtinct from that of Su- 
preme Ruler of the Univerſe. 


As Supreme and Univerſal Ruler, his go- 
vernment extends to all created beings, and 
worlds, to regulate, direct or limit, all events 
which ever did, or can exiſt in the univerſe, 
with infinite propriety and exactneſs.—lIt is 
conſonant to the dictates of reaſon, and Reve- 
lation, that he ſhould exerciſe the ſame unli- 
mited authority, over his irreclaimable foes, 
which he aſſerts and maintains among his wil- 
ling and obedient ſubjects.— Rule thou in 
the midſt of thine enemies,” In this part of 
his government, he appears in the exalted 
character of © the Prince of the Kings of the 
Earth,” and has upon his veſture and upon 
his thigh, a name written King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords.“ 


When we contemplate that part of the Re- 
deemer's government, in which he is repreſent- 
ed as King in Zion, it appears more particularly 
mediatorial, In the character of Mediator, he 

is 


— . - 
* at w — 2 - — 
＋ — —— —— — — : 


_ 
-- 


—— RE - — 
— ͥ — i 


— 


—— — 


—— 


—— — 


— — 23 — ICS 
— — A as wing 1 
— V9 


—— — ＋ꝗͤ— —L—ↄl n — — — — 


9393 1 
„ — 3 2 1 — - Sp - 
— ——— > — — — 
—— por”. 9 * a — ꝓ —ä—— ſ— — — 


rr 


is conſidered as head over all things to the 
church.“ This part of his government, prin- 
cipally conſiſts in ſettlfing the difference be- 
tween GOD and his people, and procuring 
the bleſlings of eternal life and happineſs, for 
all who believe. Ir is peculiar to his office 
as Mediator, © to finiſh the tranſgreſſions, 
and to make an end of ſin, to make reconci- 
lation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſ- 
ting righteouſneſs.” 


In the mediatorial government, of GOD 
our Redeemer, the introduction and perma- 
nent eſtabliſhment of peace among all his o- 
bedient ſubjects, is an object of great weight 
and importance. True peace, has its exiſt- 
ence in friendſhip and love, there can be no 
juſt pretenſions to it, upon any other princt- 
ple. 


The happineſs of a fociety or community, 
united together in the endearing bonds of 
concord, expreſſed upon every ſuitable occa- 
ſion, by acts of mutual kindneſs, exceeds deſ- 
cription ! Should we apply the lively ani- 
mated ſimilitude, of the inſpired Penman, 
40 It 


& Tt is like the dew of Hermon, and as the 


dew that deſcended on the mountains of 


Zion.“ One conſiderable part of the good 
neus and glad tidings, publiſhed by the hea- 
venly inhabitants at the Redeemer's birth was 


* peace on earth, and good-will towards 


men.“ 


This government when viewed as the pro— 
per reward of- our Saviour's humiliation, ſuf- 
ferings and death, has a peculiarity in it and 
is diſtinct and different from all governments 
of a wordly nature. . = 


In the character and office of Man-Medi ator, | 


it was given to him by GOD, who is the o- 
riginal of all things, the only rightful Sove- 
reign Proprietor of the Univerſe. And all 
g things will be ſubjected to his authority and 
governed by him, in ſuch a manner, as ſhall 
be belt ſuited to carry into effect, the deſign 
and end of his mediatorſhip. The prophet 


Daniel gives us a ſublime deſcription of this 


ſabj ect, in the 7th Chap. 13 and 14th verſes, 
He there repreſents * The Son of Man as coming 
with the clouds of Heaven, and receiving from 


the 
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the ancient of days,dominion,and glory, and 
a kingdom, which ſhall not paſs away, which 
ſhall not be deſtroyed.” 


What a manifeſt difference muſt appear, 


between this, and thoſe deſpotic govern- 


ments, which rulers and monarchs have 
claimed and exerciſed over the fortunes and 
lives of their ſubjects, from the early ages of 
time. And as ſuch governments have for the 
moſt part, if not always ariſen out of con- 
queſt, and of conſequence, are defenſible, nei- 
ther by reaſon nor the rights of man, they 


have generally been ſupported at infinite ex- 


pence of blood and treaſure. The moſt tra- 
gical ſcenes have been opened and are ina 
particular manner exhibited, at the preſent 


day, in defence and ſupport of monarchy ! 


Scenes which at firſt view, muſt ſenſibly ſhock. 
humanity ! What do the moſt flouriſhing 


parts of Europe exhibit, but a field of blood ! 


But when we direct our attention to 5 
government of our Divine Redeemer, which 
we contemplate, a government, which will 
admit of no act of violence, offered by any of 

its 


13 
its ſubjects, to the perſon or conſcience of 
any individual, the difterence muſt be ſenſi- 
bly felt by all. Every part- of this divine 
_ conſtitution, is adjuſted by that eternal rule 
of rectitude, As ye would that others ſhould 
do to you, do ye alſo to them.“ All ſinful 
anger, hypocriſy and revenge, with every 
act of unrighteouſneſs, are ſtrictly forbidden. 
It bears a favourable aſpect toward a eivil as 
well as a divine peace, and the former is inſe- 
parably connected with the latter. Were di- 
vine peace univerſally to prevail, ſocieties and 
communities would ſoon experience the be- 
nign and happify ing influence, and the agree- 
able effects would be viſible, in the ſame de- 
gree as the hearts of men, were transformed 
into et love, and amicable friendſhip. 


The next thing obſervable in our Redeem- 
er's government, is its ſpirituality, wherein it 
will appear peculiar and diſtinct from all 
wordly governments, as it is clearly repreſent- 
ed in the goſpel. It is not of this world, 
te and has no tendency to interrupt the civil 
magiſt rate, in the practice of the various duties, 


which 
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which relate to his office. It enjoins ſtrict 
conſcientious obedience to all lawful autho- 
rity, not only for wrath, but alſo for con- 


ſcience ſake,” It binds every ſubject to 


obey the magiſtrate, and regard him as The 
miniſter of GOD, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doth evil.” It renders 
to © Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's, and to 


GOD the things that areGOD's, ” and connects 


with every act of obedience or rebellion, the 
promiſe or threatning, of a juſt recompenſe 
of reward. It is therefore obvious, that civil 


government under the moſt favourable 
circumſtances, is not calculated to make thoſe 


impreſſions upon the conſciences and hearts 
of men, which are wrought by the internal 


power and efficacy of the goſpel—but the 


difference which there is between the Re- 
deemer's moral government in its effect and 
influence, and thoſe which are of a wordly 
nature, will appear in the faireſt lighr by 
comparing them together, 


To this purpoſe let it be obſerved that no 
error in opinion, though pernicious and deſ- 
tructive to the individual, who embraces it, 

| can 


15 
can be regarded by the beſt and moſt effective 


7 worldy government as prejudicial to ſociety; 
or be brought under the magiſtrateꝭ inſpection, 


or cognizance, unleſs it iſſue in overt acts. 


Such actions as are the reſult of erroneous 
principles, and are injurious to peace, order, 
and good government, are criminal in the 
view of the law, and the perſons who are 
guilty of ſuch acts are righteouſly ſubjected 
to puniſhment, and this 1s the extent of what 
the law can, or ought to do. 


The moral government of our Divine Re- 
deemer, while it regards overt acts that are 
oppoſite to the general good and happineſs of 
the rational ſyſtem as evil, has principal refer- 
ence to the exerciſes of heart, from which 
ſuch actions originate. It pervades the in- 
molt receſſes of the mind, and diſcerns the ſe- 
cret purpoſes of the ſoul. It brings under 
particular inſpection, the thoughts and inten- 
tions of evil, which are moſt remote from 
public view. It expoſes the trangreſſor to 


the cenſure of thoſe two great faculties of 
the rational mind, reaſon and conſcience, and 


ſubjects 
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ſubjects him to the painful ſenſations conſe- 
quent on guilt, and ſelf condemnation. It 
faſtens in the mind, the ſolemn and weighty . 
impreſſions of death, and a future ſtate of 
retribution. Subjects of this nature often 
ſuggeſted to the mind in a weighty and pow- 
erful manner, lay men, inclined to the prac- 


tice of vice, under thoſe reſtraints which no 
worldly authority can poſſibly effect. 


Human laws and governments, agreeably 
to their nature and deſign, faſten penalties 


and inflict puniſhments upon perſons, who are 


guilty of crimes, committed againſt rightful 
authority, when it IS not in their power 


to intimate any kind, or degree of conſola- 


tion, to the convicted, condemned malefac- 
tor. And when offended juſtice calls for 
perſonal ſatisfaction, the law remains inflexi- 


ble, and will remit nothing of its demands. 


It is deaf to all intreaties of pardon, forgiveneſs 
or alleviation of puniſhment, though the con- 
vict finks down and expires, under the 


weight of ſufferings thrown on him. 


Very different are the effects of tha Re- 


deemer's government. While it approves 
of 


ä 17 
of the puniſhment inflicted upon tranſgreſ- 
ſors, for a violation of thoſe laws and inſti- 
tut ions which are juſt and equitable, It gives 
encouragement to every true penitent, to 
hope for pardon and eee, with the 
Supreme Judge. 


* 
I 7 


Tuo ſuch as are ſubjects of Evangelical re- 

pentance, though it ſhould be in the cloſing 
ſcenes of life, the goſpel ſuggeſts, comforting | 
_ conſiderations, of reconciliation to the Di- 
vine Favour, and a happy immortality, upon 
the foundation of the atonement, 


Thoſe governments and laws, which are - 
conſtituted to give, and wiſely calculated to 
preſerve, to ſocieties and communities, the 
poſſeſſion and enjoyment, of all that freedom 
which is agreeable to the dictates of reaſon, 
have never been found ſufficient, to deliver 
individuals from the bias of paſſions. For 
the enjoyment of a momentary pleaſure, or 
the gratification of a ſenſual appetite, multi- 
tudes have wantonly bartered away their 
characters, fortunes, and lives, involving 


| themſelves. 
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themſelves and their connections, in irreco- 
verable ruin, but 

When the goſpel, which exhibits the fair- 
eſt features of the Redeemer's moral govern- 


ment, has its proper effect and influence, it 


cures the diſtemper of the mind, removes the 
cauſe, changes the bias of the affections, and 
renews the ſoul?” It realizes to men their 
duty and intereſt, brings their wills into ſub- 
jection to ſovereign pleaſure, and is productive 
of that entire change, in a moral view, which 


no motives, arguments or examples, drawn 


from the moſt ſalutary effective laws, or ex- 
emplary puniſhments, could poſſibly effect. 


With reſpect to increaſe and endleſs dura- 
tion, which are parts of the ſame govern- 
ment, and evince its ſuperiour excellency, we 
may farther obſerve, that the beſt and moſt 
permanent governments of a worldy nature, 
have been ſubject to repeated mutations, and 


ſeem ever to have entertained within them- 


ſelves, the principles of thei own diſſolu— 

tion. But the Redeemer's government is ſo 

perfect, that it will ever remain at the great- 
eſt 


i 


19 

eſt diſtance, from the poſſibility of a change. 
Its effects are coeval with the date of time, 
and it is built upon that foundation, which 
the ravages of time cannot waſte or deſtroy. 
No change of nature can effect it, the riſe 
and ruin of kingdoms and empires, have ne- 
ver ſhook its immoveable baſis. It is that 
dominion to which all authority and go- 
vernment ſhall be ſubje&ed. It includes the 
| greateſt good, and is carrying into effect the 
greateſt poſſible happineſs, of all its obedient 
ſubjects in the intellectual creation. 


Increaſe of government, does not imply a 
greater extent of power and authority; but 
an acceſſion of ſubjects.— Such an acceſſion, 
is not effected, by might, nor by power,” of 
an earthly nature; but by an application of 
truth to the hearts and conſciences of men. 
When conſidered in the light above deſcri- 
bed, it has been comparatively ſmall, eſpecial- 
ly when contemplated in connection with 
the predictions and promiſes of its future 
enlargement and glory. It was ſuch all the 
time that our Saviour dwelt on the earth. 
After his ſufferings and exaltation, it greatly 

increaſed 


CCC 
ES; 6 "FIR" — x" 


* 
— nny —— FRA 
- _— — * y n 


an 


* 3 N UD— — — . 


20 


33— 


increaſed in the Apoſtolie age. Succeeding 
ages, gave evidence of divine power and 
grace. In the reformation, from Popiſh ig- 
norance and ſuperſtition, ſo remarkable,a few 
centuries paſt, there was a more general in- 


| creaſe of ſubjects, which has continued 


through the intermediate periods of time 
ever ſince. But the moſt ſurpriſing diſplays 
of divine power and grace, as they reſpect 
the human family, are yet to be manifeſted. 


When that period ſhall commence, ſo often 
foretold by the Prophets,thegoſpel will appear 


what it really is, a ſyſtem of aſtoniſhing bene- 
volence. 


It is reaſonable to conclude, that it will : 
then be preached, wich greater perſptcuity, - 
in its nature and final effects, than it ever 
has been in preceeding ages. The ſyſtem of 
divine truth, comprehended in the plan of 


redemption, will be clearly unfolded. Man- 


kind in general will underſtand, and embrace 
the doctrines of the goſpel, with cordial af- 
fection and love. Infidelity will ſcarcely be 
known, except in the hiſtory of paſt ages. 


Humanity, beneficence, and friendſhip, with 


all 
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all the ſocial virtues, will then be generally 
practiſed. There is every reaſon to believe 


and expect, that the human family, which 
then lives, will be formed into the moſt perfect 


happy ſociety, that can exiſt in a ſtate of 


mortality. And though after this happy pe- 


riod, we are not to expect an increaſe of ſub- 
jects, as the family of GOD will be compleat, 
yet there will be an increaſing flow of hap- 

pineſs and glory forever. We proceed 


II. To treat of the Redeemer's govern- 
ment in its deſign and end, 


It is generally admitted for truth, that the 


Divine Being, in the creation and moral go- 


vernment of the world, has invariably fixed 
upon, and determined his own glory as his 
laſt end. No doctrine is more clearly reveal- 


ed in the volume of inſpiration. As the work 


of redemption is the laſt of all GOD's works, it 
is reaſonable to conclude, that it is calcula- 
ted to give the cleareſt and moſt ſtriking e— 
vidence, of his glorious character. The Re- 
deemer's mediatorial government, includes 
the work of revetantion, with all its circum- 
ſtances 


22 


ſtances and connections, and is calculated to 
carry it into final effect. It repreſents the 
perfections of the Deity, in a clear extenſive 
point of light, to all intellectual finite beings. 
All poſſible good, and every expreſſion of be- 
nevolence, are included in the divine nature, 
« GOD is love.” The boundleſs rectitude 


and goodneſs of his nature and perfections 


ever did, and will diſpoſe him to adopt that 
ſyſtem of moral government, which in the 
final effects of it, will be productive of the 
greateſt good. There never was any obſta- 


cle in his way, that could prevent or inter- 


rupt his making choice of that ſyſtem which 


of all ſuppoſable ones, was beſt ſuited to an- 


ſwer his infinitely wiſe and benevolent pur- 
poſes. 


A gain, 


Ass the Deity fills Aten and is All 
in All,” there can be no propriety in conſi- 
dering him, as having any motive out of, or 
beyond himſelf. His plan of creation and 
moral government, has always been under 
his — inſpection. As of all poſſible 
ſyſtems, 


FE 


ſyſtems, nothing could prevent, nor can any 
reaſon ever be offered, why he ſhould not 
adopt the beſt ; ſo there is nothing that can 
obſtruct the nal accompliſhment, of that, 
which, in preference to all others, he has ac- 
tually choſen, It is therefore reaſonable to 
conclude, that it will be carried into effect, 
with all poſſible exactneſs. 


Again, 


GOD is the fountain of bleſſedneſs, there- 
fore the communication of good, muſt be an 
object of great weight and importance, in 
his perfect and unchangeable plan. Yer it 
ought to be particularly obſerved, that finite 
objects and finite happineſs, which in them- 
ſelves conſidered are weighty, vaniſh out of 
ſight and looſe all their weight and impor- 
tance, if compared with uncreated perfection. 
It is therefore plain to every unprejudiced 
mind, that ſince the glory of GOD includes 
the beſt and greateſt good, it is and ever will 
be his laſt end. Is it not alſo apparent, for 
reaſons above ſuggeſted, that there is no 
ſcheme of moral government, that could be 
Propoſed as a ſubſtitute, for the one in con- 

templation; ; 
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templatiot; none ſo hovorable to GOD; or 


ſo reaſonable and ſafe to man. It vindicates 


the Divine Character, in rewarding the vir- 
tuous and obedient, with endleſs life and hap- 
pineſs, and puniſhing the finally impenitent, 
with everlaſting deſtruction, and leaves the 
obſtinate, incorrigable ſinner, gully: and in- 
excuſable forever. 


L From the doctrine we learn, that the 


moral government of the Supreme Ruler of 


the Univerſe, reſpects the moral ſtate of 
man, it therefore leaves ſocieties and commu- 
nities at entire freedom, to adopt that form 
of civil government, which appears to them 


moſt conducive to their general good and 


happineſs. We hence learn that the nature 


and end of ſociety, are to every good citizen, 


ſubjects of ſerious contemplation. A ſuita- 
ble degree of confidence repoſed on our civil 
rulers, is neceſſary to effect the end for 


which ſociety is conſtituted. We therefore 


conclude that no member of community, 
ought to think himſelf at liberty to adopt 
any meaſures, that have a tendency to leſſen 
the dent, of the magiſtrate, or to ex- 


poſe 


| 15 


poſe the courts of juſtice, to the fulplcion of of 
error or wrong judgment, except in matters 
of extreme neceſſity, yet it mult be granted, 
that when government is become corrupt, 
and rulers are biaſſed by bribery, the people 
have a right to demand and effect a reforma- 
tion, and reſiſtance to ſuch nhoriez becomes 
juſtifiable. 


II. From what has been ſaid we Alas that | 
the ſcheme of Divine government in the 


hand of the Redeemer, is ſo perfect; and will 
be carried into final effect, with ſuch infinite 
exactneſs, as to ſupercede the propriety or 
neceſſity of law eſtabliſhments, in matters of 
religion. By law eſtabliſhments, I would be 
underſtood to mean, that protection which 


the law has given to one denomination of 


profeſſing chriſtians, which it has withheld 
from another. Such an eſtabliſhment we ex- 


ecrate. Every denomination of chriſtians 
of decent, peaceable deportment, who. be- 
have themſelves as good citizens and ſub- 
jects, ought to be equally under the protec- 
tion of the law. 8 


It appears reaſonable to conclude, that the 
religious freedom ſo conſpicuous in the Uni- 
C. 185 ted 
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ted States of America, has been one occaſion 
of the different religious ſentiments, which 
are obvious, at the preſent day. As theſe 
| differences flow from the imperfections of 
4 man, they never ought to be objected, as 
Aaaarguments againſt the truth and importance, 
| | of the chriſtian religion. And though good 
[ men may differ in ſentiment, reſpecting ſome 


| * doctrines of chriſtianity, theſe differences 
"ok never ought to diſſolve the mutual love, eſ- 

q | teem, and affection, which they are diſpoſed' 
1 to entertain for each other, as “ the end of 
4 the commandment is charity.” 

1 III. From the reaſonableneſs of the doc- 
13 trine, we may infer, that every man, whether 


in authority or ſubjection, may, and ought 
do be a friend to chriſtianity, Upon this ſin- 
1 gle point his eternal intereſt depends; true 


1 religion never leſſens the reputation of the 
15 moſt exalted character. Magiſtrates derive 


peculiar reſpectability, in the performance of 
the duties, relative to their office, by a public 


1 declaration of their eſteem and reverence 
BB for the chriſtian religion, while the inward 
61 conſciouſneſs of juſtice, piety, and benevo- 


lence, gives amazing weight and dignity to 
their 
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their proceedings. When rulers diſtinguiſh 
themſelves, by a generous immoyeable attach- 
ment to the promotion and intereſt of reli- 
gion, by public diſapprobation of vice and 
immorality; when their official conduct dif- 
covers a ſpirit of piety and benevolence, the 
eſſicacy of ſuch a deportment exceeds de- 

| feription. | 


But it is objected, * that ſhould men be 
left at liberty, to profeſs and propagate what 
ſentiments of religion they pleafe, a deluge 
of errors, abſurdities and enthuſiaſm will 
be the conſequence.” The anſwer is, that 
religious liberty has been but little known or 
experienced by mankind at large, and ſhould 
it univerſally prevail, they would be more 
competent judges of the effects. But we 
may with ſafety conclude, that religious ty- 
ranny has been the occaſion of more hypocri- 
fy, error and enthuſiaſm, than religious free- 
dom ever was, or poſſibly can be; to puniſh 
men for Pl profeſſion of that religion, which 
they upon candid reflection, and ſerious in- 
quiry believe to be true, is cruel and oppreſ- 
five, And to inflict puniſnments upon men, 
C 2 on 


** 
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on account of their having embraced erro- 
neous opinions, is the moſt ready way to pro- 
pagate them. Of all human rights, thoſe of 

private judgment in matters of religion ſeem : 
moſt unalienable.“ 


A profeſſion of any religious ſentiment 
ought to follow, a conviction of its truth and 
reality. To profeſs a belief of any doc- 


trine in religion, without ſuch conviction of 
its truth and importance, diſcovers a want of 


any judicious, honeſt, principle whatever, 


And to embrace an opinion contrary to con- 


viction, is wrong, and ought to be conſidered 
as highly criminal, in the ſight of GOD, 
whoſe omniſcient eye pervades theſecrets of 


all hearts. Let a man's judgment be more or 


leſs 


* he author having a number of years ago, 


read Dr. Furneau's letters to Dr. Blackſtone. 


upon the ſubjett of religious liberty ; but not 
having been favoured with thoſe ſtrictures 


during the collection F his thoughts upon the 
preſent occaſion, would obſerve, that wherein 


there may appear a ſimilarity of ſentiment, or 
language upon this part of the ſubject, he conſi- 
ders himſelf obliged to that ingenious writer, 
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leſs accurate, in thoſe things that reſpect re- 
ligion, it is the only faculty that his Creator 
has given him, by which he is able to diſt in- 
guiſh between truth and error. By a proper 
exerciſe of the rational powers, in ſearch af- 
ter truth, the mind grows tranſparent, whilſt 
implicit faith expoſes men to the impoſition 
of almoſt every impoſture. When a man, 
has ſo far reſigned up his own judgment, as 
to calmly acquieſce in, and reſt ſatisfied with, 

' thoſe ſentiments in religion, which he has 
taken up purely on the authority of others, 
without examination, truth will inſenſibly 
loſe its charms, and he will become blind to 
its brighteſt evidences. On the other hand, a 
free, careful and impartial inquiry after truth, 

inſtead of obſtructing, tends greatly to pro- 


mote the intereſt of true religion. —It is a 


well known truth, that chriſtianity has ever 
hone with the cleareſt luſtre, when it has 
undergone the moſt ſcrupulous examination; 
and though a religion, by law eſtabliſhed, and 
a hierarchy, are congenial with, and diſtin- 
guiſhing features of, a deſpotic government, 
they ever ought to be conſidered in every 
reſpec, oppoſite to republican liberty and 
e ee freedom, — 


— 


freedom. —Independency in matters of con- 


incompatible with the rights of conſcience? 


which nothing could be added that would 


fectually to ſecure the great end of creation, 


gives the brighteſt poſſible diſplay to Jeho- 


complacency and ſatisfaction, in the full per- 
ſuaſion and aſſurance, of its endleſs duration. 
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ſcience, is ſo interwoven with the frame and 
conſtitution of the human mind, that it is 
difficult, if not impoſſible wholly. to eraſe it. 
May it not therefore be conſidered equally 
inconſiſtant with juſtice, and ſound policy, 
for a legiſlature to enact tHoſe laws, which are 


IV. Since the moral government of our 
Redeemer, is one uniform conſiſtant plan, to 


render it more perfect, as it is calculated ef- 


and bears a favourable aſpect, with regard to 
every attribute of the Divine Being, as it 


vah's perfections, it muſt of conſequence ever 
appear deſirable, and the benevolent part of 
the rational creation, will always feel peculiar 


But before we diſmiſs che ſubject, you will 
permit the ſpeaker, agreeable to a cuſtom 


long eſtabliſhed, and practiſed upon ſimilar oc- 
caſions,to 8 a few words, to ſuch ſtates- 


men and citizens, as merit reſpect and gra- 
titude 


1 1 
titude from their ballen einiges numbers of | 


whom we ſee preſent, in this large and re- 
ſpectable aſſembly. 


Among various occurrences in the courſe 
of the year paſt, we received from his 
Excellency, at that time Governor of this 
State, intimations of his purpoſe to reſign 
his public office of Chief Magiſtrate, at the 
cloſe of the year, and „ and to retire from 
the cares and fatigues of public buſineſs, to 
the repoſe of a private life.“ Though it 
would be improper for the ſpeaker, eſpecial- 
ly at this time, to attempt to draw the cha- 
rater of ſuch. a noted, and valuable magiſtrate 
and citizen, yet gratitude will oblige us to 
acknowledge that the rectitude of a judge, 
and the kindneſs of a parent, have been the 
diſtinguiſhing features of his adminiſtration, 
We have the agreeable ſatisfaction to be per- 
ſuaded, that his patriotiſm and affection for 
his country will be conſpicuous, when his 
office as firſt magiſtrate is at an end. That 
he will mingle with his fellow citizens, take 


part in their deliberations, for the general 
good of community; ſuggeſt to them uſeful 


information, upon all proper and neceſſary 
a occaſions, 


32 
ochaſions, and with them partake of the 
joys and bleſſings of ſocial life. 


Our attention is now fixed upon his Excek 
lency, who is this day, in a public, and ſolemn 
manner, inveſted with the office of firſt Ma- 
giſtrate in this State, by the united ſuffrages | 
of a free and enlightened community. Such 
an acceſſion to office, is congenial to reaſon, 
and the rights of man. And except to be a 
a ſubject of the Redeemer's government, and 
an heir of his mediatorial kingdom, his Ex- 
cellency will value himſelf upon nothing ſo 
highly,as to be the ruler and guide,of a body 
of free and independent citizens. To watch 
over their temporal intereſts, be the guar- 
dian and defender of their liberties, and to- 
adminiſter equal juſtice, he will chearfully 
ſpend the wakeful hours of night. His pub- 
lic adminiſtrations will carry dignity and 
weight, when devoted to the purpoſes of 
good government, and will tend greatly to- 
ſtrengthen and confirm the general union. 


May that Divine and Benificent Being who 8 


has placed his Excellency in ſuch an honour- 
able, dignified, and, at this time, critical ſta- 
tion, ever inſpire him with that“ wiſdom, 
which is profitable to direct.“ The 
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The honourable Council, the honourable 
the Preſident of the Senate, the Senate, and 
| Houſe of Repreſentatives, will feel ſenſibly 
imprefled with a view of the honourable and 
important truſt, repoſed in them by their 
fellow-citizens, ſuch of the honourable mem- 
bers, as have ſerved the intereſt of the ſtate 
the year paſt, will accept of our thanks, for 
their fidelity,in the adminiſtration of govern- 
ment, which devolved upon them. We are 
rationally inclined to conclude, that our tem- 
poral felicity, as a ſtate, greatly depends upon 
their wiſdom, patriotifm, and conſtancy, in 
conducting the affairs of government. 


A conſiderable number of this honourable 
body, have received repeated teſtimonials of 
the confidence repoſed in them by their fel- 
low-citizens, from whom they derive all 

their authority.—The people expect, and have 

a right to expect, that all their reſolutions, 
and acts, will be agreeable to the maxims of 
impartial juſtice, that they will originate 
from the conſtitution of this ſtate, to which 
the honourable members of government, in 


each department, have taken ſo ſolemn oath 
of fidelity. a 
An 


An addreſs to this reſpectable audience, | 
ſhall cloſe the ſubject.— Fellow-Citizens, 


Experience has taught us, that we need 
perſuaſive motives and arguments, repeat- 
edly ſuggeſted to us, and impreſſed with di- 
vine power upon our minds and hearts, to ex- 
cite in us a proper attention, to our own feli- 
city. To realize and practiſe the duties which 
the goſpel injoins to our Creator, our fellow 
ereatures, and ourſelves, as rulers, as citizens, 
| and as Chriſtians, includes all real religion. 
We owe to GOD our Maker and Redeem: 
er, the exerciſe of ſincere, univerſal obedience, 
and love.— To our brethren of the human 
family, impartial love and ſ ubmiſſion to right- 
ful authority. To ourſelves, a careful con- 
ſcientious regard to the ſtate of our own 
Touls, and the life that is to come. 


| Theſe ae are taught, and e 
upon the conſciences and hearts of men, in 
the moſt explicit and effectual manner, 
through the medium of a ſtated goſpel min- | 
iſtry, There muſt be peculiar advantage, in 
addreſſing immortal beings, under the weight 
and influence of ' ſubjects, that involve notthe 

tranſcient 
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tranſcient and temporary; but permanent and 
eternal ſtate of the whole creation. 


The end of preaching is to lead men to 


the knowledge of their Creator and them- 


ſelves, and to the ſincere and univerſal prac- 
tice of all religious and ſocial duties, as 


they are expreſſed in the volume of Revela - 


tion. And he, who beſt ſucceeds in a work of 
ſo much importance, to the temporal and eter- 
nal intereſt of man, has the faireſt title to 


the character of a © workman who need- 


eth not to be aſhamed.” Miniſters of the 
goſpel, may, conſiſtant with all the duties 
of their calling, reſign the field of politics 
to their civil rulers, who have ſolemnly pro- 


miſed to protect the intereſt of the commu- 
nity. It is the duty of goſpel miniſters, 


to watch and labour for the intereſt of men's 
ſouls, as thoſe who muſt give“ account to 
him who is ready to judge the quick, and 


the dead.” To endeavour by motives and 
arguments, drawn from viſible and inviſible 
realities, from the concerns of time, and' 
thoſe of an endleſs ſtate of exiſtence, when 
time is no more, by conſtant examples of pie- 
ty and impartial love, to engage the affec- 
tions and hearts of their hearers in love to 
GOD, 
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GOD, and obedience to the goſpel of his 
Son. Here they will experience, the parti- 
cular need of aid and ſupport, from the Di- 
vine Spirit, to give efficacy td their Jabours, 
and crown them with ſucceſs. 


To conclude, As real religion lays in the 
3 of men, the beſt foundation for Peace, 
order, and good government, in this world; 
and exhibits the faireſt proſpects and aſſur- 
ance of endleſs life and happineſs, in the 
world to come, it is, and ever will be a proof 
of our wiſdom, to become religious. The 
conſiderations above ſuggeſted, make it evi- 
dent, that nothing farther is neceſſary, to form 
mank ind into one great family, in the enjoy- 
ment of laſting peace and friendſhip; 3 and 
in due time, bring them to glory; but that 
the goſpel ſhould have its proper, extenſive 5 


effect and influence upon their minds, and 
hearts. By a careful conſcientious regard to 


the duties of our holy religion, and ſincere 
4 obedience to its divine author, we ſhall ap- 
prove ourſelves faithful to him, who will be 
our final Judge, whoſe deciſions will be tre- 
mendouſly deciſive, © when he cometh to 
Judge the earth. With righteouſneſs, ſhall he 
judge the world, and the people. with 1115 
—A4MEN—),7 1 
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